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1000 ARTICLES, 6 BOOKS,  ONLINE MAGAZINES 
WHATôS NEXT FOR ALIJANDRA MOGILNER?

cont. p.6 Prez says

SDWEG is happy to present Alijandra Mogilner as the speaker for 
our monthly meeting on June 22, 2009.

Al has taught a class at UCSD called ñWriting for Publishing,ò English 
Composition at Alliance International University, and has been 
featured as a speaker at numerous writersô conferences.

She has written more than 1000 articles for magazines, including 
Computer Electronics, Good Housekeeping, Sunset, Soldier of 
Fortune, Nugget, SDReader, Weekly World News, Highlights for 
children, 3-2-1 Contact, True Detective, Antiques and Collectibles.

She has published  6 books.
Recently Alijandra has been writing for online magazinesðChina-

US Friendship, Fate, Marine Corps Gazette, and Leatherneck, just to  
name a few.

She has extensive experience in the skill of writing, as you can see 
from the varied publications in which her articles have appeared. She 
is smart, witty, and full of good information and fun.

This will be a fun and infomrmative meting.  Bring your writing and 
publishing questions.

It was a beautiful Holiday evening in San Diego, perhaps too nice. We had 
a smaller crowd, but this included some guests and one lady from Maryland 
who was visiting SD for the holiday. Jim Benning is a very talented writer, who 
shared some interesting thoughts about Travel writing with us. Be sure to read 
the review section.

Speaking of program reviewing, there is a new opportunity opening for 
some writers. Does anyone know a writer? We will be inviting some of YOU to 
review the monthly program for the newsletter. This is an opportunity to be 
published, not only in a hard copy, but our newsletter is also available on our 
web site. The Internet has been a wonderful way for writers to find us. Bob 
Doublebowerôs Story A La Carte needs contributing writers as well. Boy, I guess 
I must be mistaken, I thought this is a writerôs Guild. So, jump in and start 
writing, what are you waiting for ? The best way to overcome ñwriterôs blockò is 



COMPILED FROM REPORTS OF 
GUILD CONTRIBUTORS

TRAVEL... WRITE... CASH CHECK
JIM BENNINGðTRAVEL WRIOTER EXTRAORDINARE

MAY SEAKER, TRAVELWRITERð
JIM BENNING

MAY SEAKER, TRAVELWRITERð

Jim graduated from UCLA as an English literature 
major. He wanted to be a writer.   He wrote for 
the Washington Post, LA Times, and NY Times. He 
discovered that breaking news wasnôt his thing. 
He didnôt thrive on the adrenaline rush. Yet, he 
still wanted to write. For 9 years , he was a full-
time free-lance writer. He has written for National 
Geographic Adventure and other travel magazines.

Historically, travel writing at itôs best was an 
experienced writer who was able to secure an 
assignment while on vacation. But at itôs worst, it 
was resorts ñhiringò someone to submit articles to 
travel magazines rather than pay for advertising. 
As a result, travel writing has been a step-child in 
the writing profession. There is no Pulitzer prize 
for travel writing. Travel writers do have their own 
organization that honors their best writers. The 

majority of travel writing has been where to go and 
why, where to eat, what to see and where to shop. 
Jim calls his style of writing, ñEssay Travel Writing.ò

The program started with Jim reading the clip that 
was in last monthôs newsletter. If you havenôt read 
it yet, do so, then you will understand his writing 
style. It was enthralling to hear him read his story. 
His writing puts you, the reader, into the place as an 
observer. It is a funny story. ñLust in Translation.ò 
Jim is a ñstory-tellerò in the traditional style.

Around 2001, he and a friend started an online 
travel writing web site. It started slowly, just a 
couple hours a week, and it grew. Recently, he and 
his partner were approached by a large company 
requesting to buy in. They countered with a request 
to be bought out, and be hired as the Editors of the 
web site. And so it is. On this same important day, 
his reporter/wife gave birth to their daughter. Now 
he reads submissions, and figures out how to get the 
writer paid. Look up www.worldhum.com to see what 
it is all about.

Unfortunately, with these economic times, traveling 
has diminished. However, if you are out and about 
and can write a good story, send it to him. He was 
asked his definition of a Travel Writer. His answer, ñIt 
is what you want it to be.ò

Jim has made a living at doing what he enjoysð
writing. He had a lesson that he has learnedðyou 
donôt have to make sense of everything in life. As a 
writer if you stay open to the world, the stories are 
out there. As a travel writer, when you remember 
this, it will encourage you to get out of your hotel 
roomðsee life and enjoy the experience that is right 
there.

Thank you, Jim, for an inspiring and enjoyable 
program. You gave us an new outlook on our writing.

COME CELEBRATE WITH US
SAN DIEGO WRITERS/EDITORS GUILD 

30TH ANNIVERSARY DINNER
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 28TH AT 6:00PM

CASA GUADALAJARA RESTAURANT IN OLD TOWN
$15.00, MEMBERS AND SPOUSES OR SIGNIFICANT OTHERS, PAST ODIN HONOREES,  PAST PRESIDENTS AND THEIR SPOUSES

 $20.00 GUESTS 
PAID IN ADVANCE, PLEASE MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO SDW/EG

MAIL CHECK TO: PO BOX 881931 Å SAN DIEGO, CA 92168 
PLEASE INCUDE NAMES AND PHONE NUMBER



Novels by Carl Nelson
Available at all major bookstores, online and at:

NEW CENTURY PRESS Å 855 Bay Blvd, Suite C, Chula Vista, CA 91911
Ph: 800-519-2465 Å 619-476-7400 Å Fax: 619-476-7474 Å www.newcenturypress.com

  

Madam President and the Admiral
ñFinalistò National Best Books 2008 Awards! Nominated for a Pulitzer 

Prize, Madam President and the Admiral is about saving earth 
from itself. Realizing that between 1970 and the present, human 
activity has depleted one-third of earthôs natural wealth: Fresh cover, 
fresh water, marine fisheries, and fossil fuel President Abigail Cass 
Steele faces the long term destruction of the planet at the same 
time she must deal with potential combat with China, This love story, 
wrapped in war, crosses genre boundaries taking the reader to scenes 
of fierce battle as well as personal and political tragedy on the home 
front. 

Secret Players
Secret Players, Carl Nelsonôs second novel, was recently 

recognized as ñbest thrillerò of 2003 by the prestigious San 
Diego Book Awards Association. Covering the last 50 years of 
the twentieth century, Secret Players moves back and forth 
between America and Japan. Opening with a tale of gripping terror 
aboard ship, it then chronicles the story of the post war lives of 
an American and Japanese man who first met in that WW II sea 
battle. Secret Players is about international intrigue and behind-
the-scenes power run amok. But is also about how their families 
become intertwined. The finale is between the two men and their 
wives who intervene to prevent another mass war. A metaphor for 
the hate existent in the modern world of terror, the book shakes 
the reader in light of 9/11 and questions whether there can ever be 
reconciliation. A challenging read.

The Advisor
The Advisor (Co-van) won the first Southern California Writers 

Conference ñbest fictionò award, It is about sailors, SEALs 
and Marines fighting for Vietnamôs freedom at the end of that 
controversial war. Commander Blake Lawrence, a blue water 
officer, must adapt to a foreign culture and treacherous riverine 
guerrilla warfare in the brown water of the Rung Sat Special 
Zone (RSSZ). There, he fights the Vietcong and his own admiral 
to protect the Long Tau Channel, the most strategic river in the 
Vietnam War. In 1975, back at sea in command of a destroyer, 
Blake witnesses ñBlack April,ò the loss of South Vietnamôs 
freedom. 

Paid Advertisement

 www.carl-a-nelson.com



OUR COLORFUL 4TH OF JULY 
BY RICHARD LEDERER

Since 1777, Americans 
have associated red, 
white and blue with 
their flag, the Stars and 
Stripes. 

As Charles Sumner 
explained in ñAre We 
a Nation?ò (1867), 
ñwhite is for purity, red 
for valor, and blue for 
justice.ò

Colors color our 
languageðand thatôs not 
just a pigment of my 
imagination. Hereôs a 
red, white, and blue quiz 
that Iôm confident youôll 
pass with flying colors. 
Using the clues below, 
identify each common 
expression in English 
that contains the color 
red, white or blue.

Answers appear at the 

end of this column. 
Letôs start by seeing 

red:
1. In debt. 
2. To have a great party 

time in the city.
3. Embarrassed.
4. Angry.
5. The bordello part of 

town. 
6. What makes 

someone feel especially 
welcome and important.

7. Badly sunburned.
8. A plane or train that 

travels at night.
9. Discovered in the act 

of committing a crime.
10. Complications in a 

bureaucracy.
11. Nearly worthless.
12. A false issue that 

distracts from the real 
issue. 

13. A special day. 
14. An athlete who 

sits out a year to gain 
maturity. 

Now itôs time to take 
advantage of a white 
sale on expressions that 
include the color white:

15. Characteristic 
of Maryôs little lambôs 
fleece.

16. A small untruth.
17. An office job.
18. Pure.
19. A thorough 

inspection.
20. Indicating severe 

tension.
21. To surrender.
22. An unwanted 

possession.
23. Theyôre coming to 

take you away!
24. To conceal faults; 

BARGAIN HUNTING TIPS FOR 
WRITERS IN SAN DIEGO

BY SALLY GARY

Hope you liked the restaurant bargain tips last 
month.  I canôt seem to get enough of Tom Hamôs 
Lighthouse weekday lunch buffet using the coupon 
for one free buffet!  This month I would like to share 
a few happy hour bargains with you.  

If you havenôt been to Casa Guadalajara in Old 
Town, youôre in for a real treat.  Monday through 
Friday from 4-7pm, they offer happy hour priced 
drinks (Margaritas, $3.25) in a charming Old 
California ambiance with colorful, fun decor.  The 
complimentary hors dôoeuvres table is filled with 
their great tri-colored chips and their famous salsa, 
and usually two or three hot trays which rotate from 
quesadillas made with homemade tortillas,  mini-
burritos, chimichangas, enchiladas, etc.  This place 
draws a good crowd.

Weekend happy hours are few and far between, 
but the Brigintineôs happy hour runs Monday through 
Saturday, and until closing on Sunday with a 
reduced price appetizer menu and drink specials.  

ANSWERS:1. in the red; 2. paint the town red; 3. red-faced, red as a beet; 4. see red; 5.  red light district; 6. red-
carpet treatment; 7. red as a lobster (or beet); 8. red-eye; 9. caught red-handed; 10. red tape; 11. not worth a red 
cent; 12. red herring; 13. red-letter day; 14. redshirt; 15. white as snow; 16. white lie; 17. white collar; 18. lily white; 
19. white-glove; 20. white-knuckle; 21. show the white flag; 22. white elephant; 23. men in the white coats; 24. white-
wash; 25. feel blue; 26. blue-collar; 27. true blue; 28. blueblood; 29. once in a blue moon; 30. blue laws; 31. blueprint; 
32. bluestocking; 33. bolt from the blue; 34. blue hen; 35. Blue Grass State

to make the ugly look 
beautiful.

Letôs conclude by 
singing the blues about 
blue expressions:

25. To feel sad.
26. Manual or industrial 

labor.
27. Constant and loyal. 
28. Of high or noble 

birth.
29. Very, very rarely.
30. No dancing or 

drinking on Sundays, 
and other such 
pronouncements.

31. A plan.
32. A woman with 

strong intellectual and 
literary interests.

33. A sudden insight.
34. University of 

Delaware mascot.
35. Kentucky.

www.SDWriteWay.org
The Free eZine for all 

San Diego writers
Check out the Calendar for a 

complete listing of all Writing Events

Published by Guild member:
Sam Warren

Humphreys still has itôs amazing Sunday happy 
hour with jazz.  

The Boat House offers happy hour 7 days a week 
from 2-5pm, with reduced prices.  

Might as well get out and enjoy!  You truly 
can have a fabulous lifestyle even even in this 
economy if you take advantage of  the some of the 
innumerable deals and steals that San Diego has to 
offer.  



The SDW/EG general meetings are at 6:30PM on the fourth 
Monday of each month in the Joyce Beers Community 
Center in Hillcrest in the Uptown Shopping Center across 
from Trader Joeôs at 3900 Vermont Street, San Diego.

VISIT 
SDWRITERSGUILD.ORG

for pictures and 
information NOT 

in newsletter as well  as a 
printable PDF version of this 

newsletter.
Are there things 

you would like to see on 
the website or newsletter?  

Notify
 Shelley Johnson-Labertew 

by phone or email:
Shelley@MystiqueMedia.net

253-277-0277

President - Peggy Lipscomb-Kazwara
Vice-President - Bob Doublebower
Secretary - Judy Edelblute
Treasurer - Gene Elmore
Membership - Rick Peterson
Newsletter Editor - Shelley Johnson-Labertew
Webmaster - Shelley Johnson-Labertew
At-Large - Ellen Shaw Tufts
At-Large - Gered Beeby
At-Large - Ruth Leyse-Wallace  
At-Large - Sam Warren

SAN DIEGO WRITERS / EDITORS GUILD

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Post Office Box 881931 
San Diego, California 

92168 
Phone

(619)-223-3634 
(253)-277-0277

Weôre on the Web!
sdwritersguild.org

Deadline for submission 
to 

The Writerôs Life is 
the 8th of the month of 

publication.  
E-mail copy and 
photographs to: 

Shelley@MystiqueMedia.net
NOTE: All email 

submissions must have:
SDWEG Newsletter/Web

in subject bar to 
guarantee consideration.

Please include your 
telephone number and/

or email address. 
We accept news, 

events, prose, expert 
opinions, letters to 
the editor and cash 

donations.  
We reserve the right 
to edit any material 

submitted.

THE WRITERôS LIFE 

IS PUBLISHED MONTHLY 

BY THE SAN DIEGO 

WRITERS/EDITORS GUILD

THE WRITERôS LIFE \J IJXNLS 
\JGXNYJX KTW

FZYMTWX 
Search Engine 
Optimization

Site Design & Hosting

 Desktop Publishing

Ad Design

contact:
Ken@MystiqueMedia.net   

The San Diego Writers / Editors Guild has a Manuscript Evaluation Program.
Members of the Guild may submit up to 30 pages of their novel, short fiction or

memoir for evaluation by the Guildôs Recommendation Committee. The fee is $20.

The Committee members will critique the manuscript and assign a rating, either Highest Recommendation, Highly 
Recommended, Recommended or No Recommendation. This evaluation can then be used by the author when contacting 
agents, editors and publishers.

To submit your manuscript, download these documents and forms from the Guildôs website, and follow the instructions:
        * Author Procedure
        * Preview Submission Form
        * SRC Procedures and Summary
        * Manuscript Evaluation Form 
If you want to participate in this program and are not a member, you will need to join the Guild.
If you have any questions, please contact the Manuscript Coordinator.
For more information go to www.sdwritersguild.org and click on Manuscript Evaluation Program.
The Guild review process was recently accepted as a ñreviewò by the San Diego Public Library.  According to the 

librarian, having a legitimate review is the only way to get your book onto the libraryôs shelves.

Reviewers 
Needed!

LOOKING FOR A FEW MORE GOOD REVIEWERS
The Guildôs Manuscript Review Program is looking for a few more good manuscript reviewers to add to our current 

panel.  Three-page previews and 30-page segments are reviewed.  Please e-mail interest, along with genres in which you 
work, to doublebower@sbcglobal.net.  



é cont from page 1

                 pslips@cox.net or 619-223-3634

with a deadline! The deadline for our newsletter is the 10th of each month. So WRITE RIGHT NOW! 
SEPTEMBER 28TH, our normal 4th Monday of the month, will be our 30th anniversary party/fiesta with a 

buffet supper and presentation of special awards by the Guild called, The Odin Award. This will be held at 
Diane Powerôs restaurant in Old TownðCasa Guadalaraja. It is a fabulous place, with good food, fun and 
friends. These awards have been given to special people in SD who have written or helped the Guild. Do you 
know anyone that deserves an award like this? We would really appreciate your input.  Carl Nelson is the 
Chairman of the awards committee. Give him a call or email him with your ideas.

The 15th annual San Diego Book Awards was held on May 16, 2009. There were many Guild members 
in the finals. Two of our members won a category. Chet Cunninghamôs Mystery of Hamlin Springs won the 
published  Mystery/Thriller category. In the unpublished Poetry chapbook category, Claire Hsu Accomandoôs 
Evaporation won that . Congratulations to all who entered and ñhigh fiveò to the winners of all the 
categories. If you want to know more, see their web site, www.sdbookawards.org

Board member, Ruth Leyse-Wallaceôs book was reviewed in The Light Connection Magazine, by another 
member, Chiwah.

What an eye-opening program about travel writing last month!  One of the most interesting parts of our 
meeting besides our great speakers, is when the guests share about themselves, and the members have 
a sympathetic, enthusiastic and captive crowd.  They can share their òWhat I am doing now...ò  This is 
the best audience in which to brag about your writing ñstuff.ò I had so much fun listening, I forgot to take 
notes. Sorry, you need to be here to know what is going on.We enjoyed hearing about our guests, and one 
of the ladies won the raffle prizeðCarl Nelsonôs book, Madam President and the Admiral. We welcomed 
Deborah Harnden as a new member.

 Our speaker this month is a very skilled writer, a very smart cookie, and a lot of fun. Alijandra Mogilner 
will be making an appearance to our Guild, by special request.  Good speakers never really retire... You 
really donôt want to miss this program!! For the big picture of our writing community, be sure to check out:

    www.SDWriteway.org
    and
    West Coast Literary Doings
    www.bonniezobell.com

PAST ODIN AWARD RECIPIENTS
For Stimulating the Writing Arts

Å        Joan Oppenheimer  San Diego writing teacher (private)    1998
Å Pearl Silvernail   San Diego writing teacher (public school)  1998
Å Mike McCarthy   Magazine Publisher     1998
Å Bob Holt   Founder/Director of Book Forum   1998
Å Chet Cunningham  Founder/Director SD Book Awards   1999
Å Michael Steven Gregory  Director Southern Cal. Writers Conference  1999
Å Betty Johnson   San Diego writing instructor    1999
Å Betty Abell Jurus  Founder Writer's Haven & So. Cal. Writerôs Conf.   2000
Å Dean Nelson   Jounalism, Point Loma Nazarene College   2000
Å Jack Webb   Editor/Director Border voices     2000
Å Judy Reeves   Co-founder Writing Center          2001
Å Arthur Salm   Book Editor, Union-Tribune    2004 
Å Richard Lederer   English language/talks & books    2004  
Å Judy Cullins   Writing Teacher      2004 

For their Body of Published Work
Å  Victor Villasenor  Author/Cal. hispanic literature    2001
Å  Quincy Troupe   Poet       2001
Å  Richard Louv   Newspaper columnist/ author    2004  
Å  Susan Vreeland   Novelist       2004  
Å  Steve Kowit   Poet       2004 
Å  David Brin   Novelist/SciFi      2004  
Å  T. Jefferson Parker  Novelist/Detective     2004   



A Year in Ink, Vol III
San Diego Writers, Ink
Anthology 2010
Call for Submissions 

A Year in Ink, Vol. III
with special guest editors:
Jennifer Silva Redmond, Prose Editor
Roger Aplon, Poetry Editor
    Weôre looking for San Diegoôs finest writing--stories, poems, creative nonfiction, essays, flash fiction, 

excerpts from novels or memoirs. Send us your wild, your imaginative, your most heart-felt--the yet-to-be 
published work you consider your best.

    Submission Criteria:
    Eligibility: To showcase our vibrant, dedicated writing community, publication will be limited to 

residents of San Diego County. Former San Diego Writers, Ink members who currently live outside the area 
are also invited to submit.

    Poetry: Submit up to three poems, single-spaced on plain paper in generic font. Maximum 35 lines per 
poem.

    Prose: Submit fiction, creative nonfiction, and memoir and novel excerpts, double-spaced on plain 
paper in generic font. Maximum 3,500 words, no more than two entries.

    Flash Fiction: Submit a maximum of three pieces, 1000 word maximum per flash.
    Reading fee: There is no reading fee for current San Diego Writers, Ink members. If you are a resident 

of San Diego County and NOT a member, please include a check for $3.00 per entry to SDWI to help 
support our volunteer-driven effort. One reading fee covers up to three poems or flash fictions or two 
pieces of prose. SDW, Ink is a nonprofit organization, and we are grateful for your support.

    All Entries: Submit four copies (4) of unpublished work. Do NOT place your name on the actual entries. 
Manuscripts will be recycled. All entries must be postmarked by August 1, 2009. Send a cover letter with 
your name, address, phone number, e-mail address, and title and genre of each piece, along with a #10 
SASE. Submit to:

SDW, Ink/Anthology
710 13th Street
Studio 210
San Diego, CA 92101 

A YEAR IN INK...
San Diego Inc. Looking for Submissions

STORY A LA CARTE PART VII

It was a dark and stormy night and now its raining 
rocks? Or is it merely what goes up, must come 
down? You get to help us all learn the truth with 
your next submission.

Story A La Carte is the brainchild of Guild Member 
Bob Doublebower.  We can have a lot of fun with this 
format... only limited by your imaginations.  Each 
month we will present a new section, about 200 
words in length.  

For most writers 200 words consists of thinking 
time and an hour of writing and editing.  It will be a 
one time deal, help hone your writing skills plus give 
you a chance to show of your prose.

So put on your thinking cap and come up 
with part IV.  Then write it up and email to: 
doublebower@sbcglobal.net

GIVE US YOUR TAKEé

BY BOB DOUBLEBOWER

ñYou Ms. Block é Madeline Block?ò  She had opened 
the door, but was looking left, straining to see where 
Tim and his new friend had headed.  Again.  ñMs. 
Block?ò  ñYes éyes ésorry officer.ò  She took the 
news like a downfield block ï blindside and clarifying 
to the senses.  What she thought she knew minutes 
ago was now not so certain.  Her mind raced.  
Timôs friend looked like someone, maybe, from the 
finance wing.  Theyôd never met, but had probably 
passed in a hallway somewhere up on N. Willshire.  
That hair.  If Tim had been looking to squirrel the 
deal, schedule overruns was a sure-fire hit.  But, a 
murder.  That reset the game.  Who exactly was that 
guy?

She guessed that Tim, at this point, was unaware 
of Jakeôs current condition.  Nice enough kid.  A 
stepson of Lucioôs from the recent marriage #5.  
Tim had acceded to the directorôs request and put 
Jake on as a go-pher.  Quiet, not overly burdened 
by ambition, he seemed to be everywhere at once.  

Both a good and a bad thing.  There had to be more 
to this than just a bad latteô, but right now finding 
a murderer was not on Madelineôs list.  She had to 
keep the money flowing, and that meant shoot on 
schedule, dead bodies be damned.

GIVE US YOUR TAKEé




